
Borough Green Parish Council  – Decision related to Potters Mede Car Park 

At the BGPC meeting on 3rd June 21 a member of the public, Jayne Pierce, made a proposal that the 

carpark at Potters Mede should be opened during the day so that members of the public can make 

use of the open space. The well-considered proposal, which had been circulated to all councillors 

prior to the meeting, included an offer of an organised group of volunteers for opening and closing 

the carpark on a rota basis. It noted that the BGPC decided, in 2019, to unlock the carpark at 

weekends for a trial period which was not subsequently undertaken. The proposal anticipates that 

this trial would be enacted prior to opening the carpark during weekdays. 

The BGPC then heard from Phil Garland who looks after the 3G pitch at Whitegate Field and who 

noted a significant level of misuse and vandalism of the 3G pitch. He considers that opening the 

Potters Mede carpark to the public would increase the risk of antisocial behaviour at Potters Mede.  

The council also heard from Henry Willard, the manager of Potters FC who has been involved with 

Potters Mede for many years. Henry noted the challenges of creating and maintaining the high-

quality football pitch that the club enjoys, the current success of the club and their reliance on the 

full capacity of the carpark at the weekends when they are playing. 

Prior to meeting the BGPC Clerk had circulated a report highlighting the insurance position related to 

volunteers (they would be covered if effective training & oversight was provided by BGPC) and 

several risks that should be considered by the councillors in their decision. 

The council considered arguments for the opening of the carpark which would provide good access 

to a publicly owned facility leading to public health benefits (mental and physical); encouragement 

towards sport; parking for skateparks users; increased awareness of the facility and therefore 

increased income and noted the availability of volunteers to lock & unlock and valid insurance cover.   

The council also considered arguments against the proposal including additional wear & tear on 

carpark surfaces; risk of use by car owners other than those using the facilities; increased risk of 

unauthorised occupation; increased risk of anti-social behaviour within both the carpark and the 

facilities impacting on the use of the facility by hirers; inconvenience to and potential safety of 

volunteers when car owners have not removed vehicle when the gates need to be locked and the 

need for BGPC oversight for the safety and welfare of volunteers. 

The council noted that, whilst the Borough considers Potters Mede to be a ‘Public Open Space’ for 

planning purposes, the council has always considered it to be and continues to fund it as a sports 

facility. The council also noted that there are several other open spaces available to the public 

including the Recreation Ground, Isles Quarry East, Basted Mill and other local recreation grounds 

and that the kissing gate to Potters Mede has been removed to make the area accessible to 

wheelchair and pushchair users. 

The council decided unanimously to continue the current arrangements where the Potters Mede 

carpark is available to Hirers only. 

The council also decided to set up a group of councillors and interested members of the public to 

review the use of the council’s various properties and the facilities available with a view to making 

proposals for investment in new or improved facilities and improving public awareness and use of 

the facilities.  

 

 



 

 

 


