
-----Original Message----- 
From: FIONA BARTON [mailto:fionabqc@icloud.com] 
Sent: 23 July 2020 10:50 
To: clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk; mike.truck@btconnect.com 
Subject: Land at Borough Green - NOTICE TO CEASE AND DESIST 
 
 Dear Sirs, 
 
I am the freehold owner of the land adjoining the A25 at Borough Green, registered title number, 
K591896. The land has been in the ownership of my family for over 30 years.  
 
 It has been brought to my attention, that Mike Taylor and/or other persons, purporting to act on 
behalf of the Parish Council, have entered onto my land and have destroyed sections of the mature 
hedgerow which forms the boundary between the land and the A25.  
 
 On Wednesday 22nd July 2020, Mike Taylor was observed using a mini-digger to remove a large 
section of the hedgerow on my property, thereafter he used the digger to level the ground. These 
actions have destroyed a substantial section of the mature hedgerow and exposed the field, such 
that livestock can now escape.  
  
 The aforesaid works were carried out without my knowledge or consent and are unlawful. This 
email constitutes formal notice to you and/or your servants or agents to immediately cease and 
desist from entering onto my land (including the levelled section which is part of my title) and/or 
carrying out any further work on the aforesaid hedgerow and/or any part of it. 
  
 I am extremely concerned and surprised by the aforesaid actions which appear to have been carried 
out with little, if any, consideration for legal requirements which accompany such work. Firstly, you 
failed to take any or any adequate steps to ascertain ownership of the mature hedgerow and/or the 
land on which it stood. Over the years I have been periodically requested by the relevant Highway 
Authority (Tonbridge and Malling Council) to cut back vegetation encroaching from the aforesaid 
hedgerow onto the footway - they,  and I, clearly consider that the hedgerow is mine and lies on my 
land. Secondly, any person who intentionally or recklessly removes or causes or permits another 
person to remove a hedgerow commits a criminal offence pursuant to s.97(4) of the Environment 
Act 1995 and reg.5 of The Hedgerows Regulations 1997. Further, landowners are recommended not 
to carry out any work on hedgerows between March - August inclusive, due to the risk of an offence 
being committed under s.1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Finally, the work appears to 
have been carried out, directly adjoining an ‘A’ road, without any of the necessary permissions and 
traffic management measures. 
 
 I have been informed by the witness who observed Mr Taylor carrying out the work, that it is being 
done in connection with the installation of new ‘Village Gates’. I am sure that, had anyone had the 
courtesy to inform and consult me we could have reached agreement as to when, how and by 
whom, any necessary work was to be undertaken - without removal of the hedgerow. In the absence 
of such agreement, your actions are unlawful and constitute trespass. They also appear to constitute 
a criminal offence. 
  
 The actions have caused damage in that I will now be forced to erect a fence to ensure that 
livestock do not escape through the exposed section. I will also need to plant new trees/hedging to 
restore the mature hedgerow. The cost of this remedial work and any other consequential loss and 
damage arising from your unlawful actions, will fall upon you as the persons responsible for the 
removal of the hedge.  
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 Please respond to this email within 48 hours confirming: 
 a) that work has ceased and you formally undertake that you will not  to enter onto my land 
(including the levelled section which is part  of my title) and that you will not carry out any further 
work on the  hedgerow or cleared area of land and 
 
b)  whether Mr Taylor, in entering onto my land and carrying out the  work in the way he did and 
without my knowledge or consent, was acting with the authority of and on behalf of the Parish 
Council and, if so produce evidence of the fact of the said authorisation and the terms thereof and 
 
 c) the legal provision/s upon which the Parish Council and/or Mr Taylor purport to rely in 
authorising and/or carrying out work on  land which is not in the ownership of the Parish Council or 
Mr Taylor and 
 
 d) your proposals for making good the physical and financial damage arising.  
  
 In the absence of an undertaking under sub-paragraph (a) above I intend to apply for injunctive 
relief from the court to prohibit further unlawful conduct. I very much hope that the issue of legal 
proceedings will be unnecessary and that matters can be satisfactorily resolved.  
  
Yours faithfully, 
Fiona Barton 
 


